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Zaha	Hadid	Architects:		
Extension	of	Former	Fire	Brigade	Barracks,	Antwerp,	Belgium,2016	

We	have	a	problem	
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Colomina	et	al,	Radical	Pedagogies	in	Architectural	Educa4on,	The	Architectural	Review,	28	September	
2012,	hYps://www.architectural-review.com/today/radical-pedagogies-in-architectural-educa/on/

8636066.ar/cle	
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Building	Beauty	
Ecologic	Design	and	Building	Process	

Maggie Moore-Alexander	
Chris’ Wholeness—Beauty—Life circle	
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•  Title:		Building	Beauty:	Ecologic	Design	and	Building	Process	

•  Qualifica,on:		1st	Level	Master,	equivalent	to	Cer/ficate/Specialist	courses	in	UK/US		

•  Entry	Level:		Students	holding	a	Bachelor	Degree	or	equivalent	experience	(any	discipline)	
•  Dura,on:		One	academic	year	(from	mid	October	to	mid	May)	

•  Credits:		60	ECTS,	equivalent	to	120	UK/USA	credits	

•  Accredita,on:		Acknowledged	by	the	Italian	Ministry	of	Educa/on,	Universi/es	and	Research	
(MIUR):	credits	are	recognized	in	EU	member	States	and	accountable	accordingly	in	all	foreign	
Countries.	

•  Tui,on	Fees:	
•  Eu	students:	€14,000	
•  Extra	Eu	Students:	€18,300	

•  Number	of	students:	(full	course):	15	

•  AAendance:	full	/me,	residen/al	

•  Services:	Accommoda/on	in	University	Residence,	special	course	rate:	€250-300/month	

•  Scholarships	Program:	under	prepara/on.	Objec/ve:	5	full	scholarship	(fees+accommoda/on)	
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(http://www.quadrodeititoli.it/index.aspx?IDL=2). 
Panoramic	terrace	
(Cenacolo)	

The	Camelias	Court	
(Construc,on,	Sem.	2)	

Cloister	

Former	Scenic	design	Lab	
(Construc,on,	Sem.	1)	

UniSOB	Restora,on	
Labs	

The	“Cook’s		garden”	
(Cul,va,on)	

Cloister:	external	court	Cloister:	inner	corridor	 Courtyard:	Construc,on	Sem.	2	
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The	three	circles	of	Building	Beauty		
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The three streams:  
1.  Construction 
2.  Seminars 
3.  Self & Space 
4.  Professional Research 

The two semesters:  
1.  Learning beauty (from the Monastery) 
2.  Generating beauty (in the Monastery) 

The two events:  
1.  Summer school in Cisternino (Puglia) 
2.  Theory of Beauty Conference 

The two pathways to knowledge:  
1.  Foundational (full program) 
2.  Vocational (CPD “packages”) 

Building	Beauty:	the	model	curriculum	
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Building	Beauty:	the	model	week	of	studies	
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Founding	Principles	
	
1.	Beauty.		There	exists	in	the	natural,	cultural	and	physical	world,	a	class	of	
phenomena	that	are	beau/ful,	the	beauty	of	which	has	essen/ally	to	do	with	
our	everyday	material	and	spiritual	life.	We	want	to	understand	what	
characterizes	such	phenomena,	how	they	occur	and	change,	and	how,	as	
makers,	we	can	help	in	the	process.			
2.	Cosmology.	The	context	in	which	we	approach	problems	to	develop	solu/ons	
acknowledges	and	embraces	the	complexity,	uncertainty	and	change	that	are	
ever	more	prevalent	in	our	world.	We	explore	a	non-conven4onal	agenda	in	
educa4on	and	research	for	making,	which	poses	beauty	and	its	genera4ve	
process	centre	stage.		
3.	Day-to-day,	minute	func,onalism.		We	acknowledge	that	life	takes	place	by	
con/nuously	adap/ng	the	surrounding	environment	in	an	uninterrupted	
everyday	process	of	adap/ng	by	making.	We	intend	making	as	an	adap4ve	
process	of	change	that	predominantly	occurs	in	the	dimension	of	the	ordinary.		
4.	Objec,ve	nature	of	beauty.		Beau/ful	ordinary	spaces	have	a	quality	whose	
value,	once	explored	at	the	appropriate	level,	belongs	to	all	human	beings,	and	
is	good	for	everyone.	Because	that	quality	exists,	makers	can,	at	each	step	in	
the	process	of	change,	add	to	and	expand—rather	than	detract	from	and	
reduce—the	original	quality.	We	define	and	measure	the	objec4ve	quality	of	
space	that	emerges	at	the	level	where	human	beings	share	a	common	canon	of	
values.		
5.		Holis,c	nature	of	space.	Space	is	essen/ally	grounded	on	our	individual	and	
collec/ve	self,	where	func/onality,	ornament	and	beauty	are	just	different	
names	for	the	same	thing.	We	explore	our	individual	and	collec4ve	self	in	space	
as	a	fundamental	way	to	understanding	how	to	make	things.		
6.	Quality	of	space	comes	prior	to	func,on.	Beauty	emerges,	in	the	physical	
world,	as	an	inner	order	that	is	spa/al.	Good	func/onality,	and	the	sense	of	
belonging	and	wellness	are	by-products	of	that.	We	focus	on	the	order	of	space	
that	recurs	in	phenomena	of	beauty:	what	it	is	made	of,	and	how	we	can	help	it	
to	emerge	and	expand	over	4me.		
7.		Tes,ng	the	quality.	The	quality	of	space	can	be	tested	through	
understanding	the	authen/c	feelings	that	connect	us	to	the	place	and	others	in	
a	profound	way.	We	pursue	the	ability	to	recognize,	trust	and	develop	our	own	
feelings	as	a	reliable	ground	for	tes4ng	the	quality	of	space.		

8.		Making	with	exquisite	care.	The	quality	of	spaces	does	not	come	by	design:	
it	can	only	emerge	during	the	process	of	making.	We	experience	beauty	in	
space	when	we	see	that	everything	around	has	arisen	by	careful	choice	and	
restless	considera/on	of	both	the	place	and	our	own	self.	We	are	interested	in	
the	process	of	fine-tuning	that	creates	a	place:	in	a	short-term	“project”	
scenario,	and	in	the	longer-term,	and	truly	“evolu4onary.”	
9.		The	“unfolding”	nature	of	beauty	genera,on.	Essen/ally	a	process	of	
adap/ve	transforma/on,	making	beauty	happens	in	steps	whereby	each	step	
expands	the	pre-existent	beauty	and,	in	itself,	is	complete	and	makes	full	sense.	
We	test	and	explore	the	unfolding	nature	of	beauty	genera4on	both	in	the	
process	of	making	and	in	that	of	teaching	how	to	make.		
10.		The	healing	nature	of	making.	Reunifying	what	was	previously	separated	is	
central	to	the	process—in	space,	in	communi/es,	and	in	ourselves	as	makers	
and	ci/zens.	Conven/onal	separa/ons	(between	actors,	places	and	/mes	of	
decision)	are	overcome	and	reunified	at	each	step	in	a	fully	integrated	healed/
whole.	We	explore	how	to	reunify	self,	community,	design	and	construc4on	at	
each	step	of	the	process	of	making.			
11.		The	reality	of	the	land	and	that	in	ourselves.	Making	has	to	do	with	
understanding	the	order	of	the	space	(existent	in	the	land)	and	that	of	what	we	
want	to	make	(existent	in	ourselves),	and	then	with	reunifying	the	two	in	a	
coherent	whole.	We	inves4gate	all	means	to	make	such	two	orders	explicit,	and	
then	reinforce	each	other.		
12.		Mocking	up.	In	a	conven/onal	building	process,	the	means	of	most	
separa/ons	is	the	drawing.	People	make	decisions,	separately,	by	looking	at	
drawings.	We	use	drawings	as	an	integral	part	of	making:	a	physical,	on-site,	
trial-and-error	process	based	on	the	use	of	full-scale	physical	mock-ups.	We	
prac4ce	full-scale	mocking-up	as	the	core	system	of	decision-making	in	the	
building	process.		
13.		Construc,on.	Direct	hands-on	construc/on	is	essen/al	to	making.	That	is	
where	and	when	everything	happens;	the	building	yard	and	the	actual	act	of	
construc/on	are	the	place	and	moment	where	the	healing	reunifica/on	occurs.	
We	prac4ce	direct	construc4on	as	the	all-encompassing	environment	of	making.		
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www.buildingbeauty.net	
	


